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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Medical Policy Terms of Use, Disclaimer, and Copyright Information

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts' (BCBSMA) medical policies are the property of BCBSMA.
Medical policies detail when certain medical services are medically necessary, when they are
investigational or when they are not medically necessary. Unless otherwise noted, all BCBSMA medical
policy statements are developed following review of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association source
documents. The policies are written to cover a given condition applicable to a majority of people without
taking into consideration each individual's unique, clinical circumstances. BCBSMA's medical policies are
not intended to direct the course of clinical care a physician provides to a member and do not replace a
physician's independent professional clinical judgment.

Medical policies generally apply to all of BCBSMA's fully-insured benefits plans, although some local
variations may exist. Additionally, some benefit plans administered by BCBSMA such as some self-
funded employer plans or governmental plans, may not utilize BCBSMA medical policy. Benefit plans can
vary in coverage and some BCBSMA plans may not provide coverage for certain services discussed in
medical policies. Coverage decisions are subject to all the terms and conditions of the applicable benefit
plan, including specific exclusions and limitations, in effect at the time services are rendered and are also
subject to applicable state and/or federal laws.

A BCBSMA medical policy is designed for informational purposes only and is not an authorization, an
explanation of benefits, a contract, or a treatment plan. Receipt of benefits is subject to satisfaction of all
terms and conditions of the coverage. Although a service, supply or procedure may be medically
necessary, it may be subject to limitations and/or exclusions under a member's benefit plan. If a
member's contract benefits differ from a medical policy, the contract prevails. If a service, supply or
procedure is not covered and the member proceeds to obtain the service, supply or procedure, the
member may be responsible for the cost. Decisions regarding treatment and treatment plans are the
responsibility of the physician.

Medical policy does not constitute plan authorization, certify coverage availability or constitute a contract.
Medical policies are not an explanation of benefits. Members should contact a BCBSMA Member
Services representative for specific coverage information.

Medical technology is constantly evolving and these medical policies are subject to review and periodic
update. Additional medical policies may be developed and some may be withdrawn from use. BCBSMA
reserves the right to review and update its medical policies periodically. BCBSMA makes all coverage
determinations based on current medical policy or policies in effect at the time that a service is delivered.

Copyright Information

These policies reference CPT codes. Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) is copyright 2022 American
Medical Association. All Rights Reserved. No fee schedules, basic units, relative values or related listings
are included in CPT. The AMA assumes no liability for the data contained herein. Applicable
FARS/DFARS restrictions apply to government use.

All medical policies are ©2022 by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Massachusetts, Inc. All rights reserved.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Massachusetts, Inc. is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Association.
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